For members of the U.S. military, service is always a deliberate choice. Yet the paths that lead
individuals to wear the uniform are as varied and unique as the service members themselves. For
some, enlistment is a natural next step—akin to attending college or starting a family. For others,
it represents a calling discovered later in life. This month’s Veteran Spotlight highlights one such
journey.

If you’ve visited the Municipal Building in Junction City—or simply spent time in the
community—you may have encountered Chris Srackaganst, Community Development Director
for Building and Codes Enforcement for the City of Junction City.

A native of sunny Florida, Chris began his professional life as a certified chef and project
manager, building a successful career that included opening multimillion-dollar restaurants for
renowned chefs. Despite these accomplishments, by 2014 he found himself seeking deeper
fulfillment and a greater sense of purpose. Inspired by his grandfather’s military legacy, Chris
chose a new direction and enlisted in the U.S. Army as a 19D Cavalry Scout.

He completed One Station Unit Training (OSUT) at Fort Benning, Georgia, and was assigned to
the historic Charlie Troop 5-1 CAV, an esteemed unit known for its pursuit of Pancho Villa and
its service as one of the few horse-mounted regiments deployed to France in World War 1. Chris
went on to serve with the 1st Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division at Fort
Riley, deploying to Iraq within days of arrival during the final phase of Operation Enduring
Freedom.

Over the course of his eight-year military career, Chris served entirely at Fort Riley, ultimately
rising to the rank of Staff Sergeant. In 2022, he was medically retired, concluding a distinguished
chapter of service and contributing to a family legacy that spans all branches of the U.S. armed
forces.

Now a father of four, Chris remains deeply connected to Junction City, continuing his
commitment to public service through his leadership in city government. He credits his military
experience with instilling the discipline, values, and resilience that continue to guide his
professional and personal life. Whether collaborating with community leaders or engaging with
residents, Chris brings the same sense of respect, focus, and integrity that defined his military
service.

Today, he continues his mission—this time on the civilian front lines—serving the Junction City
community with dedication and pride.



