
Roy Garrett has been a long-standing presence in the Fort Riley and Junction City communities, 
dedicating his time to organizations such as the American Legion, the 40/8, and the Geary County 
Veterans Alliance. Hailing from Clarksville, Virginia, a small town in the southern part of the state, Roy's 
journey into military service began in 1969 when his draft number was called. However, due to the 
imminent birth of his first child, he received a deferment. During this time, he completed his education, 
earning a degree in accounting, and worked as a credit manager for a local construction company. As life 
circumstances changed, Roy sought a fresh start and enlisted in the U.S. Army in October 1973. 

 Roy found himself going to Fort Knox, KY and Fort Polk, Louisiana and upon completion of his military 
training, Roy received his first choice of duty assignment of Fort Riley.   His four-year enlistment saw 
him rise to the rank of Sergeant, with training missions that took him to Wiesbaden, Germany. Though he 
served only one enlistment, Roy remained connected to the military, dedicating the next 26 years and 10 
months to the civilian sector at Fort Riley’s Reserve Pay Finance Office, where he was able to put his 
college degree to use where he retired as Chief of the Reserve Pay Office.  

During these years, Roy met and married his wife, Charlene, and they shared 38 years of marriage. 
Retirement didn’t slow Roy down; after leaving Fort Riley, he worked with the McCall Pattern Company 
in Manhattan before returning to Junction City, where he has spent the last 19 years working at the Geary 
County Transfer Station. With over 50 years living and working in the area, Roy remains deeply involved 
in veteran organizations, ensuring their longevity, and passing the torch to the next generation. His 
dedication to service, both in and out of uniform, continues to make a lasting impact on the community. 

 


