When you ask most veterans about their journey into the military, you often hear about
chance encounters, family tradition, or the desire for something greater than
themselves. For one soldier, now retiring after an astounding 35 years and 26 days in
uniform, his path was a mixture of all three—a story that began in Kentucky, wound
through deployments and leadership roles across the globe, and now settles into a new
chapter of service in his adopted hometown of Junction City, Kansas.

LTC Nate Brookshire, born in Winchester, Kentucky, and raised in a small nearby town,
grew up with the military always in the background. His father, a retired Navy Chief, sea
stories, uniforms, and the medals pinned to his chest left an impression on a young boy.

In 1989, Brookshire joined the Army as a Military Policeman. His recruiter promised
bonuses and opportunities, but reality placed him at Fort Polk. Those formative years
taught him discipline, resilience, and what it meant to wear the uniform with pride. His
career advanced steadily, and by the early 2000s, after 13 years of enlisted service, he
had earned the rank of Sergeant First Class. However, his Leaders, peers, and Family
encouraged him toward new opportunities. In 2004, he went to OCS and
commissioned—though not without initial hesitation. Within 60 days of arriving at Fort
Campbell, he was deploying as a platoon leader, thrust into responsibility at a time
when the Army was heavily engaged overseas. From Bosnia to Iraq, from investigations
to command roles, his Army career spanned decades of transformation within the force.
He witnessed firsthand how leadership evolved, how technology reshaped the
battlefield, and how the Army balanced tradition with modern challenges. Looking back,
he acknowledges both the hardships and the rewards. “Leadership that is present
makes all the difference,” he reflects. “It's not about texts or emails—it's about showing
up, training with your soldiers, and leading from the front.”

After 35 years, LTC Brookshire finally stepped out of uniform for the last time. His
retirement certificate and DD214 mark the official end of his active duty, though he
admits the transition is still sinking in. “This is it—this is my final day in the Army,” he
stated, with equal parts pride and disbelief. “It doesn'’t feel real yet.” Over the years, he’s
seen the military evolve from a pager-driven world to a cell-phone generation. He’s
deployed, led, trained, and mentored. And through it all, he’s remained deeply rooted in
the values of discipline, service, and community.

Though Kentucky is where his story began, Kansas is now home. Retirement doesn’t
mean slowing down. Instead, he’s channeling his energy into rebuilding and revitalizing
Junction City. As district chair for the local Boy Scouts and founder of a nonprofit
initiative called Sword and Anchor, he’s working to restore distressed homes and make
them affordable for families.

With 35 years behind him, he doesn’t hesitate when asked what advice he would give
today’s soldiers. “Join the Army to be a Soldier. Do the hard things. Go to the tough



schools. Maximize your education. Don’t waste time on your phone in the motor pool—
get out there, learn your weapon systems, take every training opportunity.” He
emphasizes the importance of leadership that is visible and engaged. “The leaders who
showed up, who never turned it off—those are the ones who shaped me. Be that leader
for someone else.”

Thirty-five years in the Army is more than a career, it’s a lifetime of sacrifice, resilience,
and leadership. From a young man in Kentucky influenced by his father’s Navy stories
to a seasoned officer retiring in Kansas, his journey reflects the best of what military
service can mean. As Junction City gains a new champion for its community, the Army
bids farewell to a soldier whose story will inspire generations.

Thank you for 35 years of service, dedication, and leadership.



