Welcome to June — A Month of Remembrance and Celebration

As we step into June, we enter a time of reflection, gratitude, and pride — a month that honors both our history
and the heroes who shape it.

On June 6, we pause to remember the 81st anniversary of the D-Day landings — a turning point in World War
II that forever changed the course of history. Just days later, on June 14, we celebrate two enduring emblems of
our national identity: the 250th birthday of the United States Army and Flag Day. Together, these moments
remind us of the courage, sacrifice, and service that continue to define our nation.

In that same spirit, we shine this month’s Veteran Spotlight on an extraordinary leader and soldier: Sergeant
Major Stephanie Rodriguez of the United States Army.

SGM Rodriguez truly embodies the Army’s call to “Be the Example.” Raised in California, with deep family
roots in Illinois and Arizona, her devotion to service runs generations deep — both of her grandfathers served
honorably, one in World War II and the other during the Korean War.

Inspired by the Army’s “Be All You Can Be” campaign, she enlisted in 1999, shortly after graduating high
school. While she originally set her sights on joining the Military Police, a technicality — not having a driver’s
license — led her to the Chemical Corps, where she began her journey as a Chemical Operations Specialist. In a
fitting twist, the teaching career she once considered before joining the Army became a reality through
mentorship and leadership, helping shape future generations of soldiers.

Her philosophy is straightforward yet profound: lead from the front, and never ask more than you give. This
principle has guided her through a distinguished career — from early deployments in Europe to the demanding
responsibilities of a Drill Sergeant. Throughout it all, she has led with unwavering integrity, compassion, and
excellence.

One especially personal milestone: her son was born on Veterans Day — the same day as her father. It was a
poetic reminder of her family’s legacy of service and the deep personal ties that have always grounded her
career.

Though she planned to retire following a tour in Korea, a new path opened when she was selected for the
prestigious U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy. After graduating with Class 70, she went on to make history
at Fort Riley, Kansas, as the first woman to serve as Division Operations Sergeant Major — a position rarely
held by a woman.

Now on terminal leave after 26 years of dedicated service, SGM Rodriguez remains humble and grounded.
When asked to reflect on her journey, she says simply:
“I'm a soldier — like those who stood beside me, and those who will follow.”

To those coming up behind her, she offers this wisdom:
“Keep your mind and ears open. Listen, and stay educated. Work well at the job you have, but work toward the
job you want.”

SGM Stephanie Rodriguez’s story is one of quiet strength, tireless dedication, and unwavering character. This
June, as we remember our past and celebrate our present, we honor soldiers like her — whose legacy lights the
path forward for generations to come.



